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RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 8 May 1 854 ; — for, 



COPY “ of the Minute of the Lords’ Committee of the Privy Council for Trade 
dated the 11th day of April, in reference to the Estimates for the Royal Dublin 
Society, and of the Report of the Council of the Royal Dublin Society in reference 
thereto 

" Statements of the Amount Voted by Parliament for the Royal Dublin Society during 
each of the last Ten Years, distinguishing the Sum expended in purchasing Premises 
(if any), in Building, Enlarging, or Repairing, in Rent, in Fittings and Furniture, in 
Salaries, in Purchases of Specimens or Collections 

Of the Number and Subjects of Lectures delivered, whether in Society House or 
elsewhere, and by whom; of the Number of Persons who attended those Lectures; of 
any Reports or Publications issued ; of the Amount of Fees received, and how applied, 
during the Year 1853 

te Of the Number of Meetings of the Society, Council, and Committees during the Year 
1853 ; of the Number of Members present at each of such Meetings 

Of the Number of Days on which the Director or Curator of the Museum has been in 
Attendance at the Museum during the Year 1853 

{t And, of all Sums received Annually by the Society from other Sources than a Grant from 
Parliament during each of the last Ten Years, and of any Donations to the Society 
during the Year 1853.” 



(Mr. Hamilton.) 



Ordered , by The House of Commons, to be Printed , 
27 June 1854. 
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RETURNS RELATING TO THE ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY. 



No. 1. 

Correspondence between the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for 
Trade and the Royal Dublin Society, &c. &c. 

Department of Science and Art, Marlborough House, 
Sir, 11 April 1854. 

I am desired by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to 
enclose a copy of the Minute explaining the conditions under which my Lords 
are prepared to submit the estimates of the Royal Dublin Society to the favour- 
able consideration of Parliament. 

I am to state, that in investigating the conditions required to extend to Ireland 
the benefits of industrial education, in accordance with the objects of the Minute 
of the Treasury constituting this department, my Lords found that it was neces- 
sary, with a due regard to the economy of the funds voted by Parliament for this 
purpose, that the respective limits of the Royal Dublin Society, and of the Museum 
of Irish Industry, should be clearly defined ; and that the educational staff now 
attached solely to the former should be made common to both by being brought 
under direct responsibility to this Board. 

While the public, by these arrangements, will enjoy increased advantages in the 
common use of both institutions, the purchase of duplicate collections, having a 
similar character, and the necessity of having a double staff of teachers, will be 
avoided. 

My Lords therefore feel confident that the proposed arrangements will meet 
with the approbation of the council and members of the Royal Dublin Society, 
and that they will, in co-operation with my Lords, continue to advance the 
industrial interests of Ireland, by giving increased efficiency to the gardens and 
museums of the Society, for which more ample funds are provided under the new 
arrangements explained in the Minute. 

My Lords will be glad to receive, in the form of detailed estimates, the division 
of the general sum of 6,000/. for the usual expenses of the Society, and of the 
sum of 1,190 1. for the new buildings in the Botanic Gardens. 

I have, &c. 

To the Secretary of (signed) Lyon Playfair. 

the Royal Dublin Society. 



Department of Science and Art. 

At the Council Chamber, Whitehall, the 11th day of April 1854. 

By the Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council 

appointed for the consideration of all Matters relating to Trade and Foreign 

Plantations. 

Minute relating to the Royal Dublin Society and the Museum of Irish Industry. 

My Lords had under consideration the proposed estimates for 1854 of the 
Royal Dublin Society and of the Museum of Irish Industry. 

Their Lordships also considered the best means of extending to Ireland the 
benefits of industrial instruction, for promoting which the Department of Science 
and Art was founded. 

My Lords had before them the Report of the Select Committee of the House 
of Commons on the Irish Estimates in 1829 ; the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Royal Dublin Society in 1836 ; and the copies of communications between 
Her Majesty s Treasury and the Royal Dublin Society, in reference to the public 
rights in the property of the Society. 

Their Lordships, having these particulars before them, proceeded to consider 
the conditions under which they are prepared to recommend the estimates of the 
Royal Dublin Society and the Museum of Irish Industry to the favourable con- 
sideration of Parliament. 

My Lords thereupon determine the limits of the Museum of Irish Industry; 
and direct that its collections shall in future be confined to the illustrations 

required 
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required by a technological museum having reference to the industrial arts, and 
to such collections as may arise during the progress of the geological survey, with 
which it is connected. They further direct that its library be limited to such 
works as are requisite for officers of the Museum in discharge of their immediate 
duties, and that a general library shall not be collected in connexion with that 
Museum. 

The Royal Dublin Society is to be informed that their Lordships will recom- 
mend the vote for its museum to be given, on the understanding’ that it will be 
devoted only to the purchase of such objects as may be necessary for a museum 
of natural history, including botany, zoology, and mineralogy, viewed in their 
scientific, but not in their technological relations ; and also for a museum of 
agriculture. This limitation refers to future additions acquired by purchase, and 
is for the purpose of preventing the expenditure of public money on similar objects 
in two museums, both accessible to the public, and in close proximity to each 
Other ; but it does not extend to the collections already possessed by these 
museums, or of which they may in future become possessed by donation. 

The Royal Dublin Society is also to be informed, that while my Lords will 
recommend an increased sum to be voted for its exhibitional objects, they will at 
the same time propose that the Society should ultimately be entirely relieved 
from the superintendence of its educational staff, in order that the latter may be 
made available to the public for instruction by means of the illustrations of the 
two separate museums of the Royal Dublin Society and of the Museum of Irish 
Industry ; and also that it may be used for the purpose of affording to the pro- 
vincial towns of Ireland the benefits contemplated by the general educational 
scheme entrusted by Parliament to this Board. Should this proposal be sanctioned 
by Parliament, those professors who would be brought immediately under the 
new arrangements would be responsible to this Board in regard to the discharge 
of their duties, although the members of the Royal Dublin Society would still 
have the benefit of their lectures in illustration of the collections of the museum 
and gardens. The expenditure on this head, from which the Royal Dublin 
Society would thus ultimately be relieved, is as follows : — , 



Salaries of professors of botany, chemistry, mineralogy, and £. 

physics - - - - - - - 600 

Expenses of laboratory - - - - - - -152 

Apparatus for professor of physics - - - , - 40 

Drawing schools - 480 

Provincial lectures - - - - 500 



£. 1,772 



My Lords, however, do not intend to recommend that the general vote of the 
Society should be diminished by this amount, but propose that it should be fixed, 
independently of supplementary votes for building purposes, at 6,000/. On the 
average of the last three years, this would, on the completion of the proposed 
arrangements, leave a further sum of 1,519 1. to be expended upon the exhibitional 
objects' of the Society. 

My Lords will recommend, that, out . of. this amount an aid, probably to the 
extent of 500/., be given to the. gardens of the Zoological Society, through the 
agency of the Royal Dublin Society, if that body will accept the trust. Though 
their Lordships would take guarantees that in return for this sum the public 
should have adequate facilities offered for their admission, either gratuitously or 
on very low terms, on certain days of the week ; still the sum in aid is not to be 
considered as in any way dispensing with the separate existence of the Zoological 
Society ; but it would imply that this Society should send its accounts for audit, 
and report its proceedings to Parliament, through the Royal Dublin Society. Any 
privileges which the latter might receive from the Zoological Society for under- 
taking this duty may be made a matter of joint arrangement between the two 
societies, or, if preferred, will be hereafter decided by this Board. My Lords are 
desirous to be guided by the wishes of the Royal Dublin Society in the allocation 
of the remaining 1,019/. (or of such less sum as may remain, after paying the 
salaries of: the two professors who, . for , the present, remain with the Society) 
between the botanic gardens, the museum, and the library. 

33°- A 2 lu 
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In consideration of the increased grant for the exhibitional objects of the Royal 
Dublin Society, their Lordships are of opinion that greater facilities of admission 
should he given to the public in respect to the museum, library, and botanic 
gardens. Their Lordships have observed with satisfaction, that in the contempla- 
tion of a supplementary grant for the gardens which will be included in this 
year’s vote, in addition to the 6,000b, the Committee of Botany recommend that 
the gardens should be opened on every week-day, and my Lords consider that a 
similar rule should be extended to the museum and library. 

But while their Lordships think that the museum, gardens, and library should 
be open to the public for six days in the week, they do not mean to imply that 
the admission should be free on all those days. My Lords are not disposed to 
object to such a regulation as that adopted by the Zoological Society, of testing 
the value which the public set on the privileges offered to them, by a small 
admission fee on certain days of the week. 

My Lords desire it to be understood that they do not propose to diminish the 
responsibility of the Society in the management of the funds entrusted to it by 
Parliament. They deem it to be desirable that Parliament should receive full 
annual reports from the Society, and they believe that these reports might be 
made the means of economizing the present heavy expense of printing its business 
proceedings. My Lords may, from time to time, request returns and instruct 
competent persons to report on the slate of the gardens, the museum, and the 
library, but beyond aiding the Society in giving the fullest publicity to its labours, 
their Lordships will not interfere in its general management. The accounts will 
bo submitted to the Audit Office through the Department of Science and Art, to 
the secretaries of which they are in the first instance to be transmitted. 

My Lords are not satisfied that the public rights in the property of the Society, 
chiefly procured by Parliamentary grant, are sufficiently defined, either in the 
charter of incorporation or in the correspondence between the Society and tlie 
Treasury; and, to prevent future misconception, it maybe advisable to fix the 
relative position of the public and the Society in regard to property at an early 
period ; and with that view the Society should appoint a deputation to confer with 
this Board, in order that the understanding may now he made clearly intelligible on 
both sides. This depuration should he empowered to come to an arrangement 
with the Board of Trade as to the increased facilities which it will be necessary 
to give to the public in the use of the gardens, museum, and library of the 
Society, as a condition of receiving the increased grant. 

My Lords, in bringing the educational votes hitherto taken by the Royal 
Dublin Society in connexion with the scheme for industrial education entrusted by 
Parliament to tlio Board of Trade, will give to them greatly increased efficiency, 
and make them bear more directly on the instruction of the working classes of 
Ireland, as well as on tlie technical education of those who intend to prosecute 
occupations connected with the industrial arts. As the professorships of physics 
chemistry, botany, and mineralogy will have increased duties attached to them’ 
it is proposed to augment tlie salaries of these officers from 160 1 . to 2001. each, 
and at the same time to allocate to the professors a share in tile fees which will 
bo charged in certain cases. But my Lords, in consideration of the free use of 
the educational resources of the Royal Dublin Society, will give instructions that 
its members shall have a right of admission to all courses, similar to those now 
given, whether tlie lectures take place in the theatre of the Society, or in that of 
the Museum of Irish Industry. Ibis privilege will, of course, not extend to the 
regular systematic courses on technical subjects, for which fees will he charged, in 
order to render them as far as possible self-supporting. 

In consideration, however, of the advanced period of life, and of the lorm and 
aide services of the present professors of chemistry and mineralogy, my Lords do 
not propose to ask them to undertake increased duties which they could not have 
contemplated in accepting their present positions; and they will therefore make 
arrangements not to interfere with their existing duties or salaries, although tiiey 
way deem it requisite to appoint lecturers on chemistry and geology to the Museum 
ot Irish Industry, for the purpose of carrying into efi'ect the general scheme of 
industrial education entrusted to this Board. There must, however, be n distinct 
understanding that when the amount of either salary is again placed at the dis- 
posal of the Society, it will in future be devoted to the furtherance of the 
museums, gardens, or library, and not to tlie remuneration of a new professor. 

Upon 
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Upon the representation of successive Irish Governments, as to the national 
importance of encouraging the manufacture of lace and sewed muslins, as an in- 
dusti-ial occupation which may be pursued at their own homes by the female 
population of Ireland, my Lords intend to connect with the school of art a 
normal lace school, to train teachers for provincial lace schools ; and the cost of 
which they at present estimate at 500/. Looking to the advancing condition of 
Ireland and the importance of developing its industrial resources, their Lordships 
will press forward the geological survey of Ireland, and have added 1,336/. 15s. 
to the vote for this purpose. 

The various objects in connexion with the Royal Dublin Society, the Museum 
of Irish Industry, and the geological survey, involve an increase on the Irish votes 
for science and art, in connexion with this Board, of a sum amounting to 5,104/. 

My Lords direct the Secretary of the Board to write to the Royal 1 Jublin 
Society, for the purpose of explaining the conditions under which their Lordships 
are prepared for the future to recommend the estimates of the Society to the con- 
sideration of Parliament, it being understood that if the Royal Dublin Society 
accept the votes on these conditions, it will also, to the best of its power, 
co-operate with the Board in promoting the education of the industrial classes in 
Ireland by all the means at its disposal. With this view, the Society would, no 
doubt, place its theatre, lecture apparatus, and rooms for the art schools at the 
disposal of the teachers employed 'in the instruction of the public, and at the same 
time would give every facility for the illustration of the subjects taught by its 
museums, gardens, and library. Although the educational staff' (with the tem- 
porary exception of the two professors above alluded to) will be entirely under 
this Board, the Council of the Royal Dublin Society would have to arrange the 
local circumstances most convenient for the delivery of the lectures and teaching 
in the school of art within its property; and it is suggested that it might be 
desirable to appoint a committee to make these arrangements in accordance with 
the general conditions determined by this Board. My Lords would also suggest 
for consideration, whether it might not be practicable to afford to other scientific 
societies the accommodation of the lecture theatre, and other rooms necessary for. 
their meetings, and the transaction of their business ; a practice which, it is stated, 
has been already found, in some instances, beneficial. 

Lyon Playfair. 



Sir, Royal Dublin Society, 4 May 1854. 

We have not failed to submit to the Royal Dublin Society the Minute of the 
Lords of the Committee of the Privy Council for Trade enclosed in your letter of 
the 11th April 1854, explaining the conditions under which their Lordships are 
prepared to submit the estimates of the Society to the favourable consideration of 
Parliament. 

We have been desired to state, for the information of their Lordships, that the 
Minute in question has been received and considered with the deference and 
respect to which every communication emanating from any department of Govern- 
ment is entitled ; but inasmuch as most important changes in the character and 
constitution of the Society appear to be contemplated by their Lordships, and are 
now announced, for the first time, as conditions, without previous communication 
or any official inquiry to demonstrate their urgency or justice, the Society do not 
consider it will appear disrespectful to their Lordships, if in such a case of surprise,, 
they have unanimously determined to remonstrate against some of those con- 
ditions, which they regard as proceeding from a misconception of the history and 
constitution of this body, and inadequate to obtain their proposed objects. 

The most important, and by far the most distasteful, of the conditions tendered 
to the Society for acceptance is that which proposes “that the Society shall 
ultimately be entirely relieved from the superintendence of its educational staff,” 
thus reducing the functions of this ancient corporation, in futui-e, to those of a 
mere exhibitional character. 

As the Department of Science and Art in connexion with the Board of Trade 
is of recent creation, and as its suggestions, as to the best means of extending to 
Ireland the benefits of industrial education may be fairly regarded as experi- 
mental, it cannot appear irrelevant on a question of this nature, involving the 
abolition of an existing system for the substitution of a new one, to remind their 

o-jo. A 3 Lordships 
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Lordships that the primitive and essential character of the Royal Dublin Society, 
from its origin in the year 1731 to the present time, has been educational and 
practical , and that any change which would deprive it of that character must 
appear a transition of doubtful result. 

In the year 1749 it was incorporated by charter for “Promoting husbandry 
and other useful arts in Ireland." In the year 1761 it received its first Par- 
liamentary grant for the encouragement of agriculture, manufactures, and planting. 
In the year 1785, the Act containing the grant to the Society (25 Geo. 3, 
cap. 61,) directed and provided for the support of their previously existing 
drawing schools, and the cultivation of such useful sciences as the Society should 
think fit. In the year 1790, Parliament directed that a botanical garden should 
be established and maintained. Subsequent Acts of Parliament provided for a 
cabinet of mineralogy and repository for such cabinet, thus laying the foundation 
of the Society’s present extensive museum. Afterwards the cultivation of che- 
mistry was added to that of mineralogy, and a professor appointed to teach both 
sciences. Under the same auspices, a lectureship in natural philosophy was 
established. The Society have thus been moulded by the hand of the Legis- 
lature into the form they now retain ; they were selected by the State as the 
fitting organ to improve the country and instruct the people, through those several 
departments, which were confided to its care and management ; and the State 
has, up to the present time, recognised the obligation of supporting them. 

As the preamble of the Minute refers to the Report of the Select Committee 
of the House of Commons on the Royal Dublin Society in the year 1836, their 
Lordships cannot be supposed unaware of the high testimony borne in that report 
to the practical and educational character of the society. That Committee state 
(page 47), “ That they have been guided solely by a desire to place that institu- 
tion [the Royal Dublin Society] on such a footing as will entitle it to the con- 
fidence and support of the public, and render it, more than it has yet been, an 
instrument in aiding the education of the people and improvement of the country , ” 
and after expressing confidence that the society would meet the wishes of Parlia- 
ment by the adoption of those improvements in its administration which had been 
recommended, after the most dispassionate consideration, by a committee “ united 
in a desire to render the Dublin Society a national institution, of which Ireland 
might justly feel proud,” the Committee came to the following, amongst other 
resolutions : — 

“ Resolved, That the Dublin Society should be considered as the great central 
association for the diffusion throughout Ireland of a knowledge of practical science, 
and of all information in agriculture, horticulture, and the arts ; and it should 
place itself in communication with all local societies founded with a view to similar 
objects, affording them assistance, encouragement, and information, and receiving 
from them in return periodical reports of their proceedings.” 

It is matter of just surprise and regret to the Society, that with such Parliamen- 
tary authority of the ability and suitableness of this institution to be made a great 
instrument for the diffusion of practical science throughout Ireland, Government 
should have deemed it necessary or economical to have established, in close proxi- 
mity, and for nearly similar objects, such an institution as that of the Museum of 
Irish Industry ; but more especially is it cause of astonishment that the Board of 
Trade should utterly ignore all such testimony, and subject the Society, without 
complaint or investigation, to the deprivation of all their educational staff and 
functions, hitherto constituting the most effective means of carrying out the objects 

for which they were instituted. 

It is, no doubt, proper to pay due regard to the reasons stated in the Minute 
tor the above intention, viz., “ in order that the latter [that is, the Society's edu- 
cational staff] may be made available to the public for instruction, by means 
of the illustrations of the two separate museums of the Royal Dublin Society and 
°p th J: , useum Industry ; and also, that it may be used for the purpose 

or an ordmg to the provincial towns of Ireland the benefits contemplated by the 
general educational scheme, entrusted by Parliament to this Board.” 

• T* v ^ eie ta, k e l eave to observe, that the provincial towns in Ireland are provided 
with lecturers by the Royal Dublin Society, the value and efficiency of whose ser- 
vices have been abundantly testified. 

The object of their Lordships appears to be, to devise means of supporting, out 
ot the public iunds, and by a compromise at the expense and injury of the Royal 
Dublin Society, the Museum of Dish Industry, au institution recently established 

in 
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in this city by the Commissioners of Woods and Forests, with a view to the exer- 
cise of duties already in great part discharged by the Royal Dublin Society ; 
and which could have been, and can still be, wholly and efficiently discharged with 
great economy and advantage to the country, by a small and comparatively inex- 
pensive addition to the staff and adjuncts of this society. 

We are instructed respectfully to remonstrate against the assumption of this 
society’s inability or disinclination to discharge its educational trusts, as heretofore, 
implied by the transfer of these important functions to other hands. 

The society are further of opinion, that the appointment of professors by the 
Board of Trade, placed under direct responsibility to that Board alone, with divided 
duties to perform, 3 'et confined exclusively to lecturing, would neutralize the bene- 
fits hitherto experienced from the professors attached to this institution. Inde- 
pendently of imparting instruction by lectures, the Society has found the greatest 
possible advantage to result from the control and undivided authority it possesses 
over officers of its own appointment, the command they possess upon their time 
and services, whether by directing their investigations to matters of a practical and 
scientific nature on reference from the public or members, or by reading papers 
at their public meetings. 

With reference to that part of their Lordships’ Minute, relating to the public 
rights in the property of the Society, and to the desire expressed, that the relative 
position of the public and the society, in regard to property, may be fixed at an 
early period ; and, with that view, that the Society should appoint a deputation 
to confer with their Lordships 5 Board, in order that an understanding may now be 
made “ clearly intelligible on both sides — we have been directed to transmit, 
for the information of their Lordships, the annexed copy of a resolution passed by 
the Society in the year 1836, wherein it is declared, that the Society “ holds its 
property subject to a public trust, and for the public benefit, with a view to the 
object of the charter, and for the public use of the institution only .” r l his decla- 
ration has been acquiesced in by the Lords of the Treasury; and the Society are 
at a loss to conceive on what grounds it can now, at the end of 17 years, be con- 
sidered not satisfactory by the Lords of the Privy Council for Trade. 

We are further instructed to remind their Lordships that this Society yielded 
to the suggestions of the Committee of the House of Commons in the year 1836, 
conceiving that they were calculated to carry out effectually the object of their 
charter; and, with the sanction of the Government, framed a new code of bye- 
laws for the management of the Society. They established a council, consisting of 
34 members, and eight standing committees, each of 11 members, to preside 
over as many departments of the Society; they . limited their ordinary meetings 
to one every month, instead of weekly, as heretofore ; and conferred on the coun- 
cil ,a considerable amount of authority. Besides the standing there are other 
committees, such as those of evening meetings and of provincial lectures. This 
has been the law of the Society since the year 1837, which has been found to 
answer all its purposes satisfactorily ; and has succeeded in engaging and interesting 
in the affairs and object of the Society at least 120 of its members, who devote 
their time and attention to their concerns with no other reward than the conscious- 
ness of doing public good. 

The Society at present numbers above 1,000 members, who all unite in the 
common object of promoting the material interests of Ireland. Should their 
Lordships deprive the Society of the power they possess through their educational 
staff in carrying out this most important duty, they fear the public w ill for the 
future find but little inducement to continue that support which has, in times past, 
been so freely given. 

If to extend to Ireland the benefits of industrial instruction has been one of 
the objects in constituting the Department of Science. and Art, in this Society 
already exists an instrument for the purpose, fully organized, of ready application, 
and appreciated by the public. Should it not be deemed consistent with their 
Lordships’ views to make more fully available than at present the resources for 
industrial instructionoffered by this Society, it is hoped that its existing means of 
usefulness may not be curtailed. 

The Society make the foregoing observations in the way of respectful remon- 
strance against what they conceive an objectionable condition referred to in their 
Lordships’ - Minute: they consider that, before fundamental changes, involving 
the infliction of severe injury on a time-honoured and useful national institution, 

, 330. a 4 are 
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are tendered for acceptance under the implied penalty of losing the Parliamentary 
grant, which has been enjoyed for 93 years, justice requires that inquiry should 
precede judgment. 

The Society invite the most searching inquiry, and solicit a reconsideration of 
the objectionable principle of abolishing its educational staff in the manner and 
for the purposes proposed, offering, at the same time, the most cordial co-opera- 
tion now, and at all times, to their Lordships in all such matters of detail as may 
tend to advance the industrial interests of Ireland, by giving increased access and 
efficiency to the gardens and museums of the Society, the ingrafting of new depart- 
ments, and infusing fresh vigour and utility into old. 

In order to accomplish these desirable ends, and to come to a definite under- 
standing- on these and all other matters referred to in the Minute, we have been 
instructed to add, that the Society are prepared to appoint a deputation to confer- 
with their Lordships. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) L. E. Foot , j Q 

Lyon Playfair, Esq., m.d., c.v. Robert Harrison, M. n f hecreta! 'ies. 

&e. &c. 



Resolved, That, with respect to the specific admission which is required by the 
Lords of the Treasury, touching the rights of property at present possessed by the 
Society as a chartered body, as the Society does not claim, nor has it ever claimed 
the right of disposing of any portion of its property to the private advantage of 
any of its members, or to any object foreign to those for which it has been founded 
and incorporated, they therefore cannot feel any hesitation in admitting, in the 
fullest aud most unequivocal manner, “ that they hold their property subject to a 
public trust, and for the public benefit, with a view to the objects of the charter 
and for the public use of the institution only.” 

Beyond this the Society feel they cannot go, consistently with their charter and 
their duty ; and they take the liberty of adding, that if the Society, who hold 
whatever they possess as a corporate body solely for the purposes which then- 
charter warrants, were, by any act or declaration of theirs, voluntarily to surren- 
der any power they have over that property, even to the Crown itself, they would 
then indeed be guilty of a breach of the duty which they owe alike to themselves 
and the public, and be unworthy of any public trust. 



15 December 1836. 



Janies W, L. Naper, v. r, , Chairman. 
Robert Butler Bryan, Secretary, 



Henry C. White, Reg' R. D. S. 
R. Harrison, Hon? Sec?. 



No. 2. 

The Council, in bringing under the notice of the Royal Dublin Society the 
important communication of the Board of Trade, printed in their Minutes of the 
17th instant, deem it necessary to premise, that heretofore the annual estimates 
liave been voted by the House of Commons, on the recommendation of the Lords 
of the Treasury. 

By a new arrangement of that Board, certain estimates relating to the subjects 
of science and art (those of the Society included) were transferred from the Lords 
of the treasury to the Board of Trade, and have been referred, with others, to a 
special committee, called the u Department of Science and Art,” of which 

Dr. 
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Dr. Lyon Playfair is the secretary in matters of science, and Henry Cole Escr. 
m matters of art. The estimates of this Society for the year- ending March 31 ’ 
1855, were forwarded to this department in the month of February last, pursuant 
to directions for that purpose ; hence the Minute now under discussion. 

The Council are disposed to treat with the utmost deference and consideration 
the opinion of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, and feel it 
their duty, and that of the Society, and doubt not their inclination also, to co- 
operate with that department of Government in promoting the objects of educa- 
tion and the advancement of science and art, for which yonr Society has been 
incorporated; at the same time, the Council regret that the propositions sub- 
mitted to your Society, by the Lords of the Committee for Trade, appear to 
proceed from a misconception, by their Lordships, of the history as well as of the 
constitution of this body, and would, if adopted, they are persuaded, fail of their 
professed object, and might endanger the existence of the Society-an institution 
which for years has prosecuted its purpose with diligence and zeal, and has opined 
the favour of the public from whence it emanates. With this impression the 
Council feel.it would be a dereliction of their duty if they omitted to state the 
objections they entertain to the proposals of their Lordships, and to the con- 
ditions which they state shall be annexed to the future grants to the Society 
—objections, founded as they are upon long experience,— the changes proposed 
attectmg deeply the constitution of this body. 



The Council would draw the attention of the Society to the feet, that the 
avowed object of their Lordships being *' to determine the limits of the Museum 
of Irish Industry” and of the Royal Dublin Society, they propose to relieve the 
Society of its technological and practical character and function; transferrins- 
these and the educational staff of this Society to the Museum of Irish Industry, 
‘‘for the purpose of preventing- the expenditure of public money on similar objects 
in two museums, both accessible to the public, and in close proximity to each 
other.” 



The Council deeply regret that the necessity for such a precaution has been 
created by the recent establishment of an institution thus similar in its objects, 
and in such proximity to a Society which the Council believe could, at a com- 
paratively trifling expense, have carried out efficiently all the objects for which the 
Museum of Irish Industry was founded. 

The Council are of opinion that it would be unjust towards this Society — the 
elder institution by more than a century — that it should be deprived of its 
primitive and essential character; being, by its charter, a technological and 
practical society, established “ for promoting husbandry and other useful arts in 
Ireland hut they conceive that the object of the Board of Trade, that of saving 
the expense of two similar institutions, may be more effectually accomplished by- 
conferring on this Society those facilities and resources which have been given to 
the Museum of Irish Industry. 

The Council are fully sensible that the continuaitde of two such institutions is un- 
necessary and inexpedient, and they submit that it would be more consistent with 
a just regard to the rights and position of this society, and more conducive to 
public utility, that the objects of the two institutions should be carried out by the 
Royal Dublin Society. 

The Society holds (as it has already stated in its reply to the Treasury Minute of 
1 836) its property subject to a public trust, and for the public benefit : that trust 
is defined by their charter, and has been recognised by Government during a 
long period of time ; they cannot limit its extent ; they cannot recede from its 
due execution, nor can they consent to be relieved from the discharge of duties, 
an abandonment of which (even could they do so consistently with their charter) 
would be calculated to destroy their efficiency instead of improving their useful- 
ness. But while the Council think that the Society should strongly remonstrate 
against the proposed changes, they would recommend the Society to express its 
entire readiness to adopt, as it has ever done, all practicable means which shall 
be suggested to it, for the purpose, of improving and extending its efficiency in 
every department of the institution. 

The Council regret that while their Lordships will recommend “ an increased 
sum to be voted for the exhibitional objects of this Society, they will at the same 
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time propose that the Society should ultimately be relieved from the superin- 
tendence of its educational staff, in order that the latter may be made available to 
the public for instruction, by means of the illustrations of the two separate 
museums of the Royal Dublin Society and of Irish Industry.” 

The Council most strongly but respectfully protest against a proposition which 
would deprive the Society of the means recommended by Parliament for advancing 
the objects for which it was incorporated, and which the experience of many years 
had satisfied the Council to be the most effectual for that purpose. 

In addition, they are of opinion that the, appointment of professors by the Board 
of Trade, dividing their duties between the ’Royal Dublin Society and the Museum 
of Irish Industry,' would not be attended with advantage to' either institution, the 
duties of .professors not being confined to imparting instruction by lectures alone, 
but by various other modes ; by practical experiments, by references from mem- 
bers, and by reading papers at the public meetings. Without the control which 
this Society possesses over the officers which it appoints, the Council are satisfied 
that they would be ultimately inefficient. 

The Council are of opinion that, though exhibitions may be useful as exciting 
emulation amongst competitors, they are the least effective means of carrying out 
the objects for which the Society has been instituted. They are, moreover, of 
recent introduction, and, when united with a course of practical and scientific 
education, may be useful, and without it. would be of little avail. 

It is thus proposed that the Society should abandon its first and most imperative 
obligation for an untried experiment. 

It is further stated in the Minute of their Lordships, “ that they are not satisfied 
that the public rights in the property of the Society, chiefly procured by Par- 
liamentary grant, are sufficiently defined either in the charter of incorporation, or 
in the correspondence between the Society and the Treasury ; and, to prevent 
future misconception, it may he advisable to fix the relative position of the public 
and the Society in regard to property at an early period,” and with that view that 
“ the. Society should appoint a deputation to confer with their Board, in order that 
the understanding may now be made clearly intelligible on both sides.” 

The Council are of opinion that the rights of the public in the property of the 
Society are clearly defined in the charter of incorporation, and they are unable to 
give any further explanation in relation thereto, other than is contained in the 
correspondence on this subject between the Lords of the Treasury aud this Society 
in the year 1836, wherein it declares, “ that it holds its property subject to 
a public trust, and for the public benefit, with a view to the object of the charter, 
and for the public use of the institution only;” which statement was deemed 
sufficient by the Government and the Lords of the Treasury to warrant the 
recommendation to Parliament of grants of money to the Society from the period 
of such declaration — upwards of 17 years since — to the present time, as they had 
been previously made from its first incorporation. This objection of the Lords’ 
Committee seems to apply to all future grants whatsoever; nevertheless, in 
deference to the wishes of the Lords’ Committee for Trade, the Council recom- 
mend the Society to appoint the deputation desired, if their Lordships continue to 
require it. 

Entertaining these views of the propositions of their Lordships, the Council do 
not think it necessary to report upon the minor details suggested in the Minute- 
of their Lordships. 

Henry C. White, 

Registrar R. D. S, 

H. Harrison, 

Hon. Sec. 
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No, 3. 

STATEMENT of the Amount Voted for the Royal Dublin Society during each of the last Ten Years, distinguishing the 
Sum expended in Purchasing Premises (if any), in Building, Enlarging or Repairing, in Rent, in Fittings and Furniture, in 
Salaries, in Purchasing of Specimens or Collections, and of all Sums received by the Society from other Sources than a Grant 
from Parliament. 




G. 

Return of the Number of Days on which the Director or Curator of the Museum has 
been in Attendance at the Museum during the Year 1853. 

The Director attended daily the entire year, with the exception of one week. 



. Return from Museum of Natural History. 

Number of Visitors from 1st January to 31st December 1853 - 35,090. 

The Curator of the Agricultural Museum has attended daily the entire year, with two 
exceptions, namely, eight days in London at the Smithfield Cattle Show, and one week at 
the Killarney Cattle Show, by the direction of the Committee. 

Number of Visitors to Agricultural Museum during the past year - - - 44,378. 

Henry C. White, Registrar, R. D. S. 
Rob. Harrison, Hon. Sec. 



No. 4. ■ - ' 

The Number and Subjects of Lectures delivered, whether in the Society House, or elsewhere, 
and by whom, and the Number of Persons who attended those Lectures. 



Lectures delivered by the Society's Professors in the Theatre of the Royal Dublin Society. 





Number 

of 

lectures. 


SUBJECT. 


Professor Davy - - ~ " 1 

Professor Scorler - 
Professor Harvey - 
Professor Barker - 


33 1 

17 

24 

30 


On Chemistry, applied to the Arts and 
Agriculture. 

On Natural History and Geology. 

On Botany. 

On Natural Philosophy. 


Total Lectures - - - 


104 


Attended by 13,619 persons. 
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Lectures delivered in the Provincial Towns, by Two of the Society’s Professors. 





Number 

of 

Lectures. 


SUBJECT. 


Professor Barker, at Wicklow 


9 


On Natural Philosophy. 


Ditto - - - Kilkenny 


9 


ditto - - ditto. 


Ditto - - - Drogheda 


10 


ditto - - ditto. 


Professor Davy, Coleraine - 


10 


Chemistry. 


Ditto - - - Navan 


9 


ditto. 


Ditto - - - Dungannon 


12 


ditto. 


Total Lectures - - - 


59 


Attended by 9,330 persons. 



Lectures delivered in the Provincial Towns by Gentlemen nominated by the Society. 





Number 

of 

Lectures. 


SUBJECT. 


Professor M'Coy, Dungannon 


12 


Geology. 


Professor Beete Juices, Wexford 


9 


ditto. 


Dr. Lover, Limerick - 


10 


Zoology. 


Professor Melville, Portland - 


12 


ditto. 


Dr. John Barker, Athy - 


10 


Chemistry. 
Natural History. 


Professor Allman, Limerick 


9 


Total Lectures - - - 


62 


Attended by 10,130 persons. 



Total Number of Lectures by the Professors of the Society - - 162. 

Total Attendance - - - _ - - - - - _ - 22 94 9 . 

Total Number of Lectures given under the administration of the Society 224. 
Total Attendance --------- - 33 079 . 



Besides these regular courses of lectures, many valuable papers on subjects connected 
with science were read at evening meetings during the past and present Session, at which 
there have been large attendances. 

Henry C. White , Registrar. 

Rob. Harrison, Hon. Secretary. 



No. 5. 

Return of Reports and Publications issued by the Royal Dublin Society, for the 
Year 1853. 



Deposited for purposes of reference in the Library of the House of Commons. 



No. 6. 



Return of the Amount of Fees received in the Year 1853. 



Number. 



1 

2 

3 

4 



Admission Fees and Subscriptions of Members - 

Fees and other Receipts at Cattle Show - 

Fees from Students, and Subscriptions to School of Art - 

Admission Fees to Horticultural Fete at the Botanic Garden - 

Dividends on Stock - -- -- -- - 

Rent of portion of premises - - - - _ 

Sundries : sale of lumber, &c. 



£. 


S. 


d. 


1,484 


14 


- 


524 


8 


9 


152 


16 


- 


320 


7 


- 


52 


1 


8 


49 


7 


4 


22 


4 


10 



£. 2,605 19 7 
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*3 



How Applied. 



£• s. d. 
884 14 - 

600 - - 



To the fund for erection of New Museum 
To general purposes of the Society - 

To defray expenses of Show and Agricultural Department 7 
To the allocation for the School and Gallery of Art - 
To the fund for the erection of a Stove Aquarium in the garden 
To general purposes of the Society - - . _ _ 



1,484 14 - 
524 8 9 

152 16 - 

320 7 - 

123 13 10 



Henry C. White, Registrar. 

Robl. Harrison, Honorary Secretary. 



No. 7. 

Return of the Number of Meetings of the Society and the Council during the 
Year 1853, of the Number of Members present at each of such Meetings. 



SOCIETY. 



January 


27 


- 


- 


- 


108 Members. 


June 2 - 


57 Members. 


February 


24 


- 


- 


- 


137 „ 


30 - 


66 „ 


M arch 


3 


- 


- 


- 


69 „ 


August 11 - 


- 113 „ 


April 


31 


- 


- 


- 


153 „ 


September 8 - 


- 122 „ 


7 


- 


- 


- 


84 „ 


November 3 - 


- 113 „ 


„ 


28 


- 


- 


- 


133 „ 


„ 10 - 


- 514 „ 


May 


10 


- 


- 


- 


153 „ 


„ 17 - 


74 „ 


» 


26 




- 


- 


70 „ 


December 1 - 


- 134 „ 








16 Meetings 


averaging 140 


each. 












COUNCIL. 




January 


13 


- 


- 


- 


18 Members. 


July 21 - 


20 Members. 


20 


- 


- 


- 


15 „ 


August 4 - 


11 „ 


February 


3 


- 


- 


- 


21 „ 


„ 18 - 


15 „ 


,, 


10 


- 


- 


- 


23 


„ 22 - 


19 „ 




17 


- 


- 


- 


17 „ 


September 15 - 


9 „ 


March 


10 


- 


- 


- 


17 „ 


„ 29 - 


13 „ 




17 


- 


- 


- 


16 „ 


October 6 - 


- I 3 » 




24 


- 


- 


- 


17 „ 


„ 13 - 


16 „ 


April 


14 


- 


- 


- 


18 „ 


„ 20 - 


- - 18 „ 


f} 


21 


- 


- 


- 


18 „ 


„ 27 - 


18 „ 


May 


5 


- 


- 


- 


20 „ 


November 1 - 


18 „ 


19 


- 


- 


- 


14 „ 


„ 16 - 


18 „ 


June 


9 


_ 


_ 


- 


11 


„ 24 - 


1 0 „ 




16 


- 


- 


- 


8 „ 


December 8 - 


20 „ 


July 


7 


- 


- 


- 


18 » ! 


„ 15 - 


16 „ 




14 




- 


" 


20 „ 


„ 23 - 


14 „ 








32 Meetings 


averaging 1 6 each. 














Henry C. White, Registrar. 
Robert Harrison , Don. Secretary. 
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No. 8. 

The Number of Meetings of the Committees during the Year 1853, and the Number of Members present at each 

of such Meetings. 



MONTH. 


Agriculture. 


Botany. 


Chemistry. 


Fine Arts. 


Library. 


Manufactures 


Natural 

History. 


Natural 


January - 


2 


7 


7 


4 

4 

6 


9 

9 


7 

7 


5 

9 


7 










8 


















4 










February 


3 


5 


7 


5 














5 




5 

4 


5 


3 


9 












7 










March - 


7 


3 


9 


4 












C 


7 


* 


5 


5 






5 




5 


- 




5 












4 


-■ 


. 


8 












7 
















April - 


4 

4 


6 

7 


11 


4 

6 

G 


9 

7 


4 

5 


7 

6 


4 




2 


- 


- 


7 












5 
















May ... 


2 


7 

G 




3 

7 


8 

5 


4 

6 




3 






5 




5 


- 


4 














4 


















7 


















5 










June - 


8 


5 


8 


4 


8 












6 


- 


3 

5 


5 


6 


5 




1 








7 














1 




9 










July - 


6 j 


5 j 


7 


6 


4 


6 
















5 
















5 










September 


3 

5 


5 

5 


7 


3 

6 


5 

2 


3 


8 






















October - 


4 

4 


3 


6 

5 


6 

6 


4 


2 

4 


3 


4 












4 


6 














4 










November 


5 

3 

4 


3 

5 


8 

6 


6 

3 

7 


6 

9 

8 


6 

4 


5 


3 










10 










December 


4 

5 
7 


9 


4 

G 


7 

6 

9 


6 

4 

5 


7 


7 

6 


3 


• 



















2 


5 meetings. 2 


>2 meetings. 1 


4 meetings. 4’ 


6 meetings.i25 meetings. 2 


5 meetings. 2 


4 meetings, i 


3 meetings. 



Not, -The figures refer to the Number of Members present at each Meeting. 



Henry C. White, Registrar, R. D. S. 
Robert Harrison , Hon. Secretary. 
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No. 9. 

Royal Dublin Society. 

At a General Meeting of the Royal Dublin Society, for the Promotion of 
Husbandly and other useful Arts and Sciences in Ireland , at their House, 
Kildare-street, on Thursday, 23 February 1854, Isaac Weld, Esquire, v. p., in 
the Chair. 

It was resolved unanimously, — That the thanks of this Society be returned for 
the several donations made to tlie Society during the year 1853. 

By order, 

William Edward Steele , M. b. 

Assistant Secretary. 



Return of Donations to the Royal Dublin Society, for the Year 1853. 
Museum of Natural History and Ethnology. 



John Goud, Esq., Broad-street, Golden-square, London. — One hundred spe- 
cimens Bird Skins, principally Australian. 

Edward Hutton, Esq., m. d., Gardiner’s-place. — Two specimens of Madrepore. 

Burton Bin don. Esq., County Clare. — A Group or Nest of Oysters from Burren, 
County Clare. 

Royal Zoological Society of Ireland, per Robert Ball, Esq., ll. d. — A Female 
Ostrich. 

Charles Cannon, Esq., Maynooth. — A White Rat. 

Mrs. Stringer, Cuffe-street. — A Foreign Shell (Cassis ftif a). 

C. E. Nugent, Esq., m. r. d. s., Mount Nugent. — Head and Antlers of Axis 
Deer or Chittra (Cervus axis), and Skulls of two Leopards and a Tiger. 

Mr. T. Norman , Ardee.— A Nightjar ( Caprimulgus Europeans). 

Charles Casey, Esq., St. Louis, Missouri. — Stalactites and Fossils from the 
Mammoth Cave, Kentucky. 

Arthur R. Hogan, Esq., Chari eton, Roebuck. — Nineteen species of Native 
Coleoptera. 

Herr Glukman, 24, Upper Saekville-street. 

A Mummy Ibis and Case. 

Ditto, Human Leg, and a Cat’s Head, from Egypt. 



William Downinq, Esq., East India House, London. 

Three specimens of the Edible Bird’s Nest (Collocallca esculenta), from 
Sambava, east coast of Java. , 

Specimen of Isinglass procured from the Polynemus plebnus. 

A cast of the Polynemus plebeius, and cast of the Skull and Homs or the 
Arnec ( Bulalus arna — Hodg.) 

Two Squirrels’ Skins from Loorg. 

Antlers of the Samboo Deer ( Rusa Arktotehs). 

Specimen of Madras Serpentine and Fossil Coral, both polished. 

Casts of the Skulls of five notorious Thug Chiefs, executed m India. 

Model of a Meteorolite which fell on the 18th of February 1815, near 
Durala, in the territory of the Patyala Rajah, lat. 30° 8 22 , long. 
76° 4'. 

Casts of three pieces of Sculpture from Nineveh. 

Lady Domvile, Santry House. 

A Night Heron ( Nycticorax grtseus). 

A White Spoon-bill ( Platalea leucorodia). 

J. R. Kirmhan, Esq., a.b.t.c.d , m.d.n.h,s &c„ Donnyhrook. 

Reddish-gray Bat [Vespertiho Nattmn ). _ 

An Ermine Weasel or Stoat (Mustela ermnea ). 

A Long-tailed Mouse (Mus sylvaticus). j ote 
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John C. Deane, Esq. — Various specimens from Alexandria, Carthage, and the 
Pyramids. 

Mr. J. J. Nolan, Bachelor’s- walk.— The Skins of a Black Polish Hen and a 
Spangled Hamburgh Hen. 

Wm. E. Steele, Esq., m.b., Assistant Secretary, R. D. S. — A Hair-ball from the 
Stomach of a Cow. 

Hugh Carlile, Esq., jun. , Belfast. — Birds’ Eggs. 

Hugh Ferguson, Esq., m.r.d.s., Grafton-street. — An Agate Ring. 

James Edward Nugent, Esq., Mullingar. — A Hen Harrier ( Falco cy emeus). 

Miss Janette Locke, Kensington -ten-ace, Rathmines.— A few species of Native 
Marine Shells. 

Sir William Jeffcott , h. m.r.d.s., Penang. — A fine Tiger (Fells tigris ), from 
Sumatra; and specimens of the Emerald Bird of Paradise ( Paradisea apoda ). 

Charles Farren, Esq., m.d.. Upper Mount- street. — Two Native Marine Shells 
( Fusus antiquus, var. carinatus ). 

C. E.Bagot, Esq., m.d., m.r.d.s., Ballingarry, County Tipperary. 

Nine Australian Bird Skins. 

A small case of Australian Insects. 

Six specimens of Australian Wood. 

Sir Robert Harty, Bart., m.r.d.s, Harcourt-street. — Cast of the Skull of a 
Brigantian Chief, taken from a Tumulus at Gristhorpe, near Scarborough, York- 
shire. 

Rev. John O' Hanlon, St. Louis, Missouri, per John O' Donovan, Esq., m.d.t.c.d. 

Lead Ore from Franklin County. 

Lead Ore from Washington. 

Iron Ore from Pilat Knob Mountain. 

Iron Ore from Shepherd Mountain, Missouri. 

Iron Ore from Bufort Mountain, Missouri. 

Iron Ore from Great Iron Mountain, Washington. 

Fitzmaurice Pratt, Esq., m.r.d.s., Grange Bane, Dunlavin. — A very light- 
coloured Snipe (Scolopax gallinago). 

Yere Macnally, Esq., Rathmines-road. — Specimens of Crustacea from Kings- 
town. 

TV. T. Iliff, Esq., m.d., Canterbury-road, Newington Butts. — A specimen of 
Crystallized Sicilian Sulphur ; and a small specimen of Scoria from Graham Island, 
which appeared for a short period in the Mediterranean in 1831 . 

Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury. 

Casts made at the British Museum for the Royal Dublin Society, and pre- 
sented by the Lords of the Treasury : 

Megatherium Amerkanum, Skull; Mastodon Ohioticus , Skull; Elephas 
Namadicus, Skull; Mastodon Andium, Lower Jaw; Ichthyosaurus pla- 
tyodon ; Ichthyosaurus laiifrons , Skull; Ichthyosaurus interuiedius , 
Ichthyosaurus commimis, Ichthyosaurus longirostris, Skull ; Geosaurus , 
Skull ; Hylceosaurus ; Crocodilus Foliapicus ; Crocodilus Spenceri ; 
Large Cave Bear, Skull ; Dodo, Foot ; Metatarsal Bones of about six 
species of Dinornis. 

_ Frederick Stacey, Esq., East India House, London. — Two Musical Instruments, 
Sitars, from Singapore. 

William R. Rynd, Esq., per William M l Kay, Esq., ll.d , m.r.d.s. — S pecimen 
of the Paper Nautilus ( Argonauta Argo), from Messina. 

John B. Green, Esq., m.r.d.s. — A Serpent’s Skin from Demerara. 

Edward Waller, Esq., Lisenderry. — A small collection of native Land and 
Fresh Water Shells, and a Double Harp Shell ( Harpa imperialis). 

Alfred M l Clintock, Esq., m.d., m.r.d.s., Gardiner’s- place. — A Harp Shell — 
(Harpa ventricosa)*. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Edward 




RETURNS RELATING TO THE ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY. 17 
Rnf S"! ArthUr Brkn ' Es<1 ’ A ' B " Staff Assistant Surgeon, 1, Salisbury. terrace, 

Twenty-four African Bird Skins. 

Head and Horns of the Sing-Sing ( Kobus Sing-Sing). 

Skull of Wart-hog (Pkascockceres JEliani — Rupp). 

Head and Horns of Harness Antelope {Antilope script a). 

Skin of Pharaoh’s Rat ( Herpestes ichneumon). 

Skin of White-handed Squirrel (Sciunss) ; and a Lepidosiren. 

Messrs. James Corcoran A Co., Westmoreland-street, per Walter Lindsay. Esq., 
m.r.d.s. — A Stuffed Ermine (Mustela erminea). 

James William King , Esq., m.r.g.s.e. — A Cape Shear- water. 

Mrs. Henry Sherrard, Thorndale, Drumcondra. 

Two Foreign Shells. 

Eight specimens of Foreign Shells from the Dungannon Literary and 
Scientific Society. 

Arthur Huhand, Esq., m.r.d.s., llerbert-street.— Two Wooden Idols from tbe 
Islands in the Pacific Ocean. 

Mr. Williams , Drogheda.— Two Fossil Shells, from the Carboniferous Lime- 
stone. 



Botanic Garden. 

Simon Foot , Esq., m.r.d.s. — Some Mistletoe Berries. 

His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin. 

Some Mistletoe Berries. 

Eight kinds of Seeds. 

Parcel of Sweet Potatoes ( Convolvulus Batatas ), from West Indies. 

Sir JV. Jeffcott, h. m.r.d.s., Penang. — 'Two Wardian Cases filled with Pitcher 
Plants, &c. 

Mr. Stack, Nurseryman, &c., Hope-street, Edinburgh. — Nine kinds of Seeds. 

Mrs. Moore, Barres, near Clonmel. — Sixteen kinds of Seeds from New Zea- 
land. 

R. T. Bourne, Esq., m.r.d.s. — Four parcels of Seeds of Psoralea esculenla 
from North America. 

Mr. Moore , Botanic Garden, Chelsea. 

Six kinds of Seeds. 

Twenty-eight kinds of Plants. 

One hundred kinds of Seeds. 

E. Brande, Esq., Turnham Green, Chiswick. — Three kinds of Seeds from 
China. 

T. Williams, Esq., Drumcondra Castle. — Three kinds of Plants. 

William Courtney, Esq., m.r.d.s., Stormaustown. — Twelve kinds of Seeds from 
New Zealand. 

Mr. R. J. O’ Shaughncssy, Clerk to Poor Law Union, Cork. — Twelve kinds of 
Seeds. 

Madden Taylor, Esq., Harold’s Cross. — One package of Seeds from the Deccan, 
India. 

Mr. Stratton, Botanic Garden, Cambridge. — Fifty kinds of Plants. 

N. B. Ward, Esq., Clapham Rise, London, per Dr. Harvey . — Two kinds of 
Plants. 

Miss Stewart, North Frederick-street. — Three kinds of Seeds. 

Richard P. O’Reilly , Esq., Kingston, Jamaica. 

A Wardian Case, with Plants. 

Box of Yam Roots from Jamaica. 

H. Belcher, Esq. 47 , Lower Sackville-street. — Twenty kinds of Australian 
Seeds. 

Mr. Low, Nurseryman, &c., Clapton, London. — Forty kinds of Rare Plants. 

Dr. Mackag, College Gardens, Dublin. — One Rare Plant. 
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George Allman , Esq., Assistant Surgeon in the Army.— Four kinds of Seeds of 
Rare Aquatic Plants from Jamaica. 

Messrs. Henderson, Nurserymen, &c., Pine Apple-place, London. 

Ninety Rare and Valuable Plants. 

Two Valuable Plants. 

Lieut. Philip Vigors, per favour of Miss Schoales. — Ten kinds of Seeds from 
Sydney. 

Mr. Moore, Director, Botanic Garden, Sydney. 

Wardian Case of Valuable Plants. 

Seventy kinds of Rare Australian Seeds. 

Mr. Patten, Edinburgh. — One package Seeds from China. 

Mrs. Denroche, Louisville, Alleghany, New York State, North America. 

Twelve kinds of Seeds. 

Eight kinds of Seeds. 

Mr. Bridgford, Ball’s Bridge, Dublin. — Forty kinds of Plants. 

D. J. Prendergast, Esq., and Mr. Ensor.—A valuable collection of Plants 
from Newfoundland, including Sarracenias. 

Miss Mallet , Delville, Glasnevin. — Three kinds of Plants from India. 

Dr. Harvey , Professor of Botany, Royal Dublin Society. 

Three kinds of Seeds from Ceylon. 

One package of Seeds from Ceylon. 

Earl of Clarendon , Secretary for Foreign Affairs. — One Bag of Seeds of the 
“ Argan” Tree from Morocco. 



Museum of Economic Botany. 

William Downing , Esq., East India House, London. 

Rice grown in the district of Kumaon. 

Unshelled Rice, or Paddy, Kumaon. 

Eleusine coracana, Mundova. 

Black and Green Teas from Assam. 

Areca Catechu, Betelnut 

Six kinds of Barks, used for Medicine, and in the Arts. 

Twenty-two Sections of Rare Woods, including Sandal- wood. 

Two Bamboo Canes, one remarkable for its thickness, the other for its 
great length and slenderness. 

Bark of the Leesee Tree from Assam, in various states of preparation. 
Cones of six kinds of Himalayan Trees. 

Gutta Percha Jug, manufactured in India upwards of 20 years ago. 

Ball of prepared Opium. 

CEschynomene cannabina fibre. 

Specimens of Beche-de-Mer or Trepang from Borneo. 

Specimen of Tripe-de-Roehe, or Agar Agar, from the Tenasserim Pro- 
vinces. 

J. B. Green, Esq., m.r.d.s. — A specimen of Sugar Cane of great length. 
James Holmes, Esq., Cabra-road. — Roots of Turmeric and Ginger. 

Rev. Dr. Brown, Colonial Chaplain, 3, Castle-terrace, Malaliide. 

Small collection of Sea-weeds from Australia. 

Specimens of Sphceria, growing from Caterpillars. 



Museum of Agriculture and Manufactures. 

Thos. Fordham, Esq., Snelsmore Hill, Newbury, Berks. — Specimens of Agricul- 
tural Seeds. 

J. Ledbetter <§• Co., Belfast. — Samples of Flax and Linen. 

Royal Slate Company , Valentia, County Kerry. — Garden Seat, &c., of Slate. 
Rev. Alexander Willison , Kilmarnock, Ayrshire. —Patent Threshing Machine. 
Mr. William Balsillie, Irvine, Ayrshire. — Specimen of Fire-stone for Sole of 
Baker’s Oven. 

Charles 
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Charles Henry James, Esq., 0, Cavendish-row, Dublin. — Pig-iron, Ironstone, 
raw and calcined, &c., from Eglinton Iron Company, Ayrshire. 

Limerick Committee, David W. Raimbach and William Fitzgerald, Esqrs., 
Secretaries. — Specimens of Ores, Earths, Blocks of Marble, Limestone, and 
Black water and Tipperary Tiles. 

Thomas Kibble, Esq., Greentrees, Hadlaw, Kent. — Sample of Hops. 

Mr. H. M‘Donald , Dublin. — Flax and Hemp, dressed and undressed ; Ropes » 
Log and Sea Lines. 

Messrs. Woodward , Brothers. — Grindstones. 

Mining Company of Ireland. — Specimens of Copper Ore and Coal. 

Sir C. Trevellyan, Cornwall. — Specimen of Cornish Copper Ore, 

William Hirsch , Esq., m.r.d.s., Mountmellick. — A series of Specimens illus- 
trating the various stages of the manufacture of Sugar from Beet-root. 

IV. H. Davis, Esq. — Specimens of Wool. 

John Hill , Esq. — Specimens of Soil from county of Clare. 

Mr. Thomas Smith, Hail sliam, Sussex. — Truck Baskets. 

Mrs. S. A. Ellis , Ardee. — Three pieces of Irish Pearl Lace. 

Mrs. Cassandra Hand , Clones. — Specimens of Crochet Guipure, executed at the 
Clones Schools. 

John Bayly, Esq., m.r.d.s., Debsborougli, Nenagh. — Collection of Flags and 
Building Stones, Plastic Clays, See. 

Mr. Thomas Fordham, Snelsmore Hill, East. — Collections of Indian Corn, 
Pulse, Grain, &c, 

Mr. S. S. Moss, Kilternan Cotton Mills, Golden Ball. — A case of Cottons of 
various textures, illustrative of his improved system of preparing Cotton. 

John G. Adair, Esq., Bellegrove, Ballybrittas. — Model of a Farm-steading, 
adapted to 1,000 Acres of Land, with accommodation for 20 Horses and 300 Head 
of Horned Cattle. The Machinery driven by an eight-horse power Steam-engine. 

Edward Woollett Wilmot , Esq., Congleton, Cheshire. — Model of a Farm-yard 
and Offices, with Plans illustrative of the Building. 

Francis A . Trench, Esq., Clondalkin.— Five Books upon Plans of Farm Build- 
ings, with Specifications for Farm-steading from 50 to 1 ,000 Acres. 

Richard Griffith., Esq., li..d., m.r.d.s., Chairman, Board of Works. — Six Books 
upon improved Farm Building. 

Messrs. Drummond Sons, Seed Merchants, Dawson-street. — A Collection of 
Cereals, Grasses, &c., suited to various soils and purposes. 

The Earl of Enniskillen, m.r.d.s., Florenee-court. — A Collection of Draining 
Tiles. 

Mr. William Pagett, 38, Denzille-street, Dublin, and London. — A Collection 
of Sanitary Sewerage Pipes, &c. 

Mr. B. Greening, Manchester.— Specimens of Wire made by Machinery, and 
Books illustrative of the Plans of Wire Fencing and Gothic Arches for trailing 
Plants, &c. 

Alderman Fergus Farrell, Seed Merchant, Capel-street. — A Collection of Grass 
Seeds, and Grasses in a growing state. 

Messrs. Coomb Co., 30, Mark-lane, London. — Specimens of Wire Gauze used 
in the French method of preparing Flour. 

Messrs. Hare 8$ Co., London.— Specimen Sheets, framed, of their Machinery 
and Implements. 

Michael Andrews, Esq., m.r.d.s., Ardoyne, Belfast.— Clarendon Pattern Table 
Napkin. 

Messrs. Stephenson, Blake 8$ Co., Type Founders, Sheffield.— Specimens of 
Types. 

J, G. Rathborne, Esq., Dunsinea.— Mass of Spermaceti, crystallized in the 
form of an Obelisk. 

Finlayson, Bousfield 8$ Co., Johnstown, near Glasgow.— A case of Linen Threads. 

’ D Francis 
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Francis Synge , Esq., Glenmore Castle, County Wicklow.— Slabs of Slate from 
the Glenmore Quarries. 

Johnson, Cammell <§■ Co., Cyclops Steel Works, Sheffield.— Specimens of Steel 
Files, Railway Springs, Engineering Tools, &c. 

Mr. FI. Broux, London. 

Patent Calf Skin ; Hessia. 

Assortment of Ultramarine ; Bavaria. 

Handspun Woollen Yarn, from Austria. 

Collection of 30 different qualities and colours of Bronze Powder; 

Bavaria. 

Madder Roots and Colour; Austria. 

Flax in different states of Preparation; Silesia. 

Handspun Flax Yarn; Westphalia. 

Messrs. Dray Sy Co., London Bridge. — Framed Illustrations of the various 
Patent Machiuery lately introduced to facilitate agricultural operations. 

Henry O'Hara, Esq., c.e., Camden-street.— A Collection of 245 Specimens 
of the various Soils and Minerals constituting the Rock System of the County of 
Dublin. J 



William Beadon, Esq., Taunton, Somersetshire. — A Model House, showing 
various kinds of Roofing Slates, Tiles, and Straw Thatching, with his Patent 
Eave-gutters. 

Messrs. Francis Ritchie § Sons, Belfast.— Specimens of Economic Flooring, 
Roofing, Felts and Asphaltes. 

W. P. Stanley , Esq., Peterborough, Northamptonshire.— A Machine for regis- 
tering power, to be worked in Prisons or Houses of Correction. 

Joshua Anderson, North Brunswick- street, Dublin. — Models of Floodgates, 
Cottages, &c. ° 

Henry Fulton, Esq., m.r.d.s.— Model Cottage in Cork, with Pamphlets on an 
improved mode of erecting Cottages. 

William Bargan, Esq., m.b.d.s., the Farm, Moyvoughly.— Specimens of Plastic 
Clays. 

Mr. M'Grane, Tallaglit. — Specimens of Plastic Clays. 

Messrs. Pardon, Farmer's Gazette Office.— The Gazette for the year 1853. 

Mr. Ingram, Rathfarnham.— Specimen of Draining Tiles. 

Polytechnic Institution, London.— Model of an Irrigating Machine bv Dr 
Spurgim. » / • 

Charles Bray % Co., Coventry.— Specimens of Ribbons. 



Gallery of Models. 

E. Rorke, Esq., Great Southern and Western Railway.— A working Model of 
a IS team Engine. ° 

Mr. George Finlay, St. Andrew-street. — Specimens of Telegraph Wires. 
Captain John Norton, Cork. 

Four Fog Signals. 

Whistling and Detonating Arrows. 

Models of a Frictional Petard and Railway Signal Battery. 

- A.G. Billon, Esq., Buokingham-street, Dublin.— Model of a Lantern for Tele- 
graphing Steering Orders in Steam Frigates. 



Chemical Department. 

^ Mr. H. Broux, London. — Sample of Creasote chemically pure. Samples of 
Black Oxide of Manganese. Samples of Plumbago. 

Mr. Robert Maxton, Saltcoats, Ayrshire.— Magnesia. 

Mr. 
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Mr. John Ward, Ramelton, County Donegal. 

Specimen of Iodine manufactured at Ramelton. 

Specimen of Muriate of Potash. 

Specimen of Sulphate of Potash. 



Department op the Fine Arts. 

His Excellency Earl St. Germans, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. — Cast of an 
Antique Colossal Statue of Sophocles from Rome. 

H. JBroux <§• Co., London. — Lizard and Frog, Original Cast in Zinc. 

Arundel Society, Casts of Theseus and Ilyssus, from reductions in Alabaster 
made by M. Cheverton, from the originals in the Elgin Collection. 

Department of Art, Marlborough House, London. 

Cast of Panel, Dancing Girl with Wreath. 

Cast of Gothic Finial, from Lincoln Cathedral. 

Cast of Early English Capital from the Temple Church. 

Two Calotype Landscapes. 

Landscapes in Chromo-lithograpliy. 

Set of Examples for Black Board. 

Robinson’s Manual on Elementary Drawing. 

Six Calotypes from Ornaments in the Museum of Manufactures at Marl- 
borough House. 

Lord Talbot de Malahxde. 

Winged figure of Child, in red terra cotta. 

Three Medallions, in red terra cotta. 

Two Photographs of the Interior of “ The Great Industrial Exhibition 
of 1853.” 

Executive Committee of the Great Industrial Exhibition. — A collection of the 
rubbings of Monumental Brasses. 

Thomas , John, and Joseph Mayer, Longport, Staffordshire. — Three Statuettes 
in Parian, tc Apollo,” “ Peace,” and “ War.” 

Mr. Thomas Leetch, 26, Dame-street. — Small Bust in Parian. 

J. M. Blashfield, Mill- wall, Poplar, London. — Vases in terra cotta. 

Minton 8$ Co., Staffordshire.— Specimens of Encaustic Tiles. 

Messrs. Vincent, Iron Founders, Church-street, Dublin. — Specimen of Orna- 
mental Castings in Iron. 

Messrs. Elkington, Mason 8$ Co., Birmingham. — Bronze Cast of the Dancing 
Faun, from the Antique. 

Coalbrookdale Company , Shropshire. — Specimens of Castings in Iron, — Panel, 
rustic piece, and five pieces of Ornamental Work. 

J. Lawlor , London. — Cast of Statue of The Bather. 

E. K. Tenison , Esq., Kilronan Castle, County Roscommon. — Three Photographs 
.of Views in Spain. 
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